Jewish artists stand together in Stand Tall exhibit

MARGO VIZBARA
SNOWDON

It would take o group of artists
tn comvert some enld, stark white,
uninviting reoms inta a brilliant
maze of diverse, colourful, emo-
tional and unique images. The
Azzocintion of Jewish Artists has
done just that, assembling a
varied palette of works and
themes in itz promicee  art
eehibsitinn endithed Stand Tall

“We tonk an emply gpace and
turned 1t into g muoseum,” said
{ by Sol
Levinson, who thought up the
idea while buying art supplics,

Levingon and an  exeentive
eommittee worked 14 months to
realize the project, eomprised of
T0 artists and 128 picces. A grant
the Jewish Community
Frundation of Moentreal helped
fund the undertaking.

“We feel our group can build
bridges by revealing our similar-
itics and that our ereative

show's  producer,

from

expressions are a gift to be
shared Lo show that we are more
alike than we are different,”
Loevinzon explained

The show featurez a strong
rollection of works by a variety of
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Joewish artiztz. A blend of historieal
and eontemporary, it cncompasses
a wide range of themes and sub-
jeets, Teaditional Judaic picces are
Juxtapozed to madern digital video
art. Hamd eoloured photographs,
paintings, sculplures, prints and
pottery are among the works one
will encounter, Viewers will pass
through five moms on a journey
through realizm, fipurative and
abstract styles,

Ten per cont of the sales from
the zhow po toe the Youth
Institute of the Snidye Bronfman
Centre for the Arls Art Parly
Seholarship Fund

“Thiz iz just a starting point
IUs an excuse lo have n big
exhibition,” =ad NIM:  artist
Susan Garhield-Shulman, who is
on  the exhibit's  execotive
committee. “It's a celebration of
Jewish ereativity”

A main attraction of the exhibal
is a delicate, graceful seulpture of a
gwan made of lucite by local artist
Suszan Wohil. It iz her first foray in
the medium and she said the
fredback has hoen positive

“I's very rewarding because
there's a lot of work involved in it
and only people who love art can
do sculpture because it's very

messy and hard work.”

Another one of her works iz a

wreek  alabaster  seulpture
depicting Moses with two tablets.

“My seulplures go down in
history,” she aaid, referring to the
fact that they are shown in
places around the world such as
the Hussian Holocaust Centre,

There iz photogeaphy ot the
show sz well. Joel Silverstein
started doing photlagraphy over
20 yvears ago bt has taken it on
az o second carcer over the Iast
Lwo years,

A student at the Dawson =chool
of Commercial Pholopraphy, he
enplures expressions of people and
meids places. Only aboul ten per
eont of his work 15 colour,

“Black and white is very much
o queztion of forms and structure
and you're playing with Lhe
black, the white and the prev
And yvou're looking for different
things,” he explained.

Also adorning the walls are
paintings ranging from oil on
canvas, to acrylic to walercolour,
which s Norma Lehrer's forte.
She iz interested in painting
srenes concerning the envieon-
ment and the role of women in
primitive eultures. She said the
proup exhibit gives artists who
have not had the chanee to show
their art some exposure,

Micole Loandy iz alzo on the
show’s exeeubive committee and
12 known in the artistic communi-
by for her intricate eollage work.

“I'm a big hoarder and [ never
realized why until T diseovered
collage,” she =aid. She collects

different materials of varied
ahapes and  sizes nnil
incorporates  them  inte  one

elaborate and unigue imape

A

Among the artlsts In the show are NDG"s Susan Garfleld-Shulman

{above), Hampstead's Lelba Rustin (bottom left) and Susan Wehl of
Snowdon (bottom right). Photos by Margo Vizbara,

The show includes establizhed
artizgiz such ag Montreal icon
Ghitta Caizerman Roth, while
others like Igor Tyschler are just
emerging onto the art scene,

Twschler, a native of Russia, iz
an up and eoming artist whose
flair for striking eolours did not
go unnoticed at the vernissage,
Though he is equally suecessiul
in his classical picces, it is his
hlack based paintings with vivid
hues that identify his work.

“1 see the image in my head
then | produce the details,” said
Tyachler, who has had no formal
training in art,

Hampstead  resident  Leiba
Rustin draws her ideas for art
from places or items she has
encountered in her life.

She said she likes to make
beautiful, things that might seem
ordinary and mundane such as
the chair her mother zat in.

She worked on a =series about
the various bleszings that exists
in Judaism. ‘Blessing for the
Fruits of the Barth® shows
tomatoes from her garden and
her grandmother’s candlesticks

placed on a window sill in her
houze. The blessing 13 written
around the scene.

Though this show conzists solely
of Jewish artists, plans are in the
warks for a spring show which
may branch out to include artists
of different denominations.

Stand Tall will be shown wntil
November I from H a.m, tod pm.
{closed Sofurdays) at Decarte
Square, G900 Decarie Blud,




